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Meeting Notes – July 2016 
‘Many thanks to Dr Bob Watt who stepped in at the last moment to replace the scheduled speaker, who was unable to attend due to rail travel problems. (Injun trouble!)
The Victorio Campaign – a new view 1879
Victorio [1820? -15 October 1880] was the chief of the Warm Springs band of the Mimbreno division of the Central Apaches. The Apache nation was a broad conglomeration of tribes united by a common language, but dramatically separated by political and geographical difference. The Warm Spring Apaches had been shabbily treated by the US establishment, as they had been promised they could remain on their reservation at Warm Springs, their spiritual home. However, in a cost –cutting exercise they were moved to the San Carlos reservation. They left here twice, only to return, finally leaving for good in August 1879, which precipitated Victorio’s war. From this time to his death in the Tres Castillos Mountains on 15 October 1880 he waged a successful guerrilla war against the US Army. The Apache was ideally suited to this type of warfare, attacking in small bands using their knowledge of the terrain. Naturally cunning, and using brilliant tactics such as shooting the horses from under the cavalry troopers, they were able to outwit the numerically superior US Army. In doing so, they ensured a supply of equipment and, more importantly ammunition, for their own needs. The received wisdom is that it was this campaign of attrition by Colonel Grierson of the 10th Cavalry that drove Victorio to his eventual death in Mexico.
It is here that Bob departed from the conventional view of Victorio’s downfall. He maintains that Victorio was much stronger than previously imagined and this was illustrated by evidence shown in Colonel George Buell’s Goodsight Mountain Campaign. Archive research can be fun and ultimately rewarding. Bob enthusiastically described how he discovered an original map drawn in September 1880 which shows the ambush site of Captain Leopold Parker’s retreat, following a stagecoach attack by Victorio. Using the map, and US Army reports made at the same time, he built up a picture of Parker’s ambush site then, in conjunction with the essential battlefield walk, he was able to pinpoint the exact ambush location. Coloured photographs taken during these battlefield walks in 2015 dramatically illustrated the hot, arid, desert landscape. This is significantly flat and does not feature the deep canyons beloved of Hollywood westerns. The Apaches could melt into the landscape and needed only minor depressions such as arroyos to completely disappear. Helpfully, these photographs had a vehicle and figures included in them to give scale, features often missing from battlefield images. With animated enthusiasm Bob described how the fun and satisfaction of research, together with walking the site at the relevant time of year, can enhance our knowledge of these events.

(The Tally Ho! management helpfully turned up the heating to emulate the sun at high noon in the New Mexico desert – or was this just to boost the bar takings? In any event there were lots of redskins which fitted in nicely!)

A thoroughly enjoyable talk ended with a lively question and answer session. [Alun was sorry to miss his old friend from uni, and it all sounded rather good.]

Further reading: ‘Apache tactics, 1830 -1836’ by Robert Watt, Osprey Elite series 2012.
‘Apache warrior, 1860-1866’ by Robert Watt, Osprey 2014; also numerous related publications available on line.’
